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A MESSAGE TO OUR MEMBERS…..

Many of us would never have imagined the possibility of a 
pandemic during our lifetimes. Maybe the advancements in 
medicine and in overall quality of life made it seem impossible. 
But as the saying goes, “Never say never.” This year concludes 
the 99th year for Centra Sota Cooperative. There is no doubt 
we have seen many things change over this last century. When 
the founding members joined together to create Centra Sota, 
they might never have imagined it turning 100, the same way 
we couldn’t imagine how covid would impact everything. But 
both of these are a reality (though we’re much happier about 
one than the other)! 

Last year we were locked down, unable to even gather as 
members of Centra Sota, and today we are still dealing with 
this pandemic. It’s affected each of our lives, and has also im-
pacted your cooperative for both customers and employees. 
Despite these challenges, we continued the legacy of what 
Centra Sota is known for - providing what our members need 
to help them with their operations and lives. And as we enter 
the 100th year for Centra Sota we know our job is to continue 
this legacy no matter what obstacles are presented. 

In fiscal year 2021 we broke many records in historical sales and 
volumes while dealing with major supply and logistical chal-
lenges.  The final numbers show that sales increased $33 mil-
lion over 2020, and a record volume of products were delivered 
in many areas. Notably, our fertilizer sales increased by more 
than 12,000 tons to a total of over 80,000.  Our Feed, Country 
Store, and Energy divisions also had a very strong year despite 
similar supply disruptions.

Undoubtedly, we’ve all heard about the supply chain challeng-
es impacting everything from computer chips to food to com-
modities. Here at Centra Sota, we are working daily on how to 
acquire what we need for our customers. Fertilizer, chemicals, 
fuel, feed ingredients – nearly every area of our business faces 
supply challenges. During times of shortages, prices increase 
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due to high demand. The products we deliver to our patrons 
come from all parts of the world, so challenges around the 
world can impact our ability to access products we need both 
for business and in our personal lives.

These challenges don’t appear to be ending anytime soon. 
Ships waiting for weeks or months to dock, the lack of truck 
drivers, and other factors all continue to compound this issue. 
The Centra Sota team did a remarkable job this year not only 
supplying what our customers needed, but anticipating an 
increased demand with higher commodity prices, and taking 
a proactive approach to supply additional needs as well. 

Weather was another challenge this year. Rainfall varied 
throughout the communities we serve with some areas ex-
periencing severe droughts. Harvest yield reports were widely 
varied for our customers with comments ranging from “best 
year ever” to “worst year since 1988.” The drought clearly had a 
negative impact in many areas. 

We continue to be optimists, hoping next year will be a good 
year for all of us. Like all businesses, Centra Sota is facing many 
challenges today. We will meet these challenges head-on, 
always working to do what is in the best interest of our patron 
members. This philosophy has guided us throughout our 99-
year history, and will continue to direct us as we embark upon 
the next century of serving farmers in Central Minnesota!

Thank you for your continued patronage of your cooperative. 
Let’s take some time this next year to celebrate what we have 
accomplished and learned, and prepare Centra Sota for the 
next 100 years!

Jeff Johnson
CEO/General Manager

Steve Sievek
Chairman
Board of Directors
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Statement of operations Balance Sheet

The Energy 
team received a 
long-awaited new 
propane truck.

Buffalo Country 
Store enjoys a visit 
from the Cham-
ber of Commerce.


